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bc/jrm (neudan.) : 60m; 173 durchauch : durch- 
aus ; 173 staitaut : staistaut ; 176 stigds : stigd ' s ; 
199 possesiv — : possessiv — (3 mal) ; 238 ex- 
prim^ : expriniie ; 239 possesiv — -.possessiv — ; 
2 73 gebahrden, d. h ; 275 grandmere : grand' - 
mere; 276 zusammenschiessen : sich zu- 
sammensch/iessen ; 276 zusammengezogen aus 
niur etc., d. aus; 279 de bonne air: aire; 296 
enstehen : entstehen ; 309 gesetzten : gesetz- 
en ; 313 langeschlafer : langschlafer ; 318 
casurection : c asusrection ; 322 Anm. conjuga- 
tion : conjunction ; 323 bezeichenen : bezeich- 
nen ; 329 verstandiss : verstdndniss ; 329 
wechsel : wechselt ; 330 dem : den ; 333 maun : 
man. — Die Beispiele sind zwar iiberwiegend 
aus dem Gebiete des Deutschen genommen ; 
doch hat Paul audi z. B. englisch und franzo- 
sisch so reichlich herangezogen, dass einer 
etwaigen Ubersetzung, die auf ein specielles 
Publicum Riicksicht zu nehmen hatte, schon 
bedeutend vorgearbeitet ist. 

So scheiden wir denn von dem herrlichen 
Buche ' mit dem Wunsche, dass es in seiner 
neuen Gestalt immer mehr Einfluss auf die 
gelehrte Welt gewinnen moge, dem Verfasser 
zur Ehre und der Wissensschaft zum Nutzen. 



Gl t staf Karsten. 



Indiana University. 



ENGLISH LANGUAGE. 

The English Language ; its Grammar, 
History, and Literature, with chapters on 
Composition, Versification, Paraphrasing, 
and Punctuation. By J. M. D. Meikle- 
john. D. C. Heath & Co., Boston, New 
York, and Chicago, 1887. viii, 388 pp. 
8vo. 

Professor Meiklejohn has here put within 
the covers of a single volume chapters on 
those phases of the study of English which are 
usually surveyed in a course of secondary- 
training. The treatment is therefore in the 

1 It is a fact well known to the readers of the Modern 
Language Notes that many of the most distinguished lin- 
guists in Europe and America believe neither in the novelty 
nor in the soundness of the theories advanced by Professor 
Paul in the present volume. To them we owe the statement 
that this journal is not the organ of any school or party, and 
that its columns are equally open to a review from the oppo- 
site standpoint. J. G. 



main general ; extensive rather than intensive; 
introductory and suggestive, rather than de- 
tailed and exhaustive. The point of view is 
taken in the immediate and practical wants of 
oneseeking a plain and serviceable education 
in his own language. The book is believed to 
furnish the basis for four years of such study, 
although the material is not so arranged as to 
constitute an organic succession of topics to be 
mastered in a fixed order. The teacher is ac- 
cordingly asked "to guide his pupils in the se- 
lection of the proper parts for each year." 
The book is indeed made up of a series of 
what we are now accustomed to call primers. 
This is so apparent that the American publish- 
ers are prepared to furnish the several parts or 
chapters in separate form. The titles of these 
parts give a notion of the whole ground cover- 
ed by the treatise : Part I bears the name of 
"The Grammar of the English Language"; 
Part II is on " Composition, Punctuation, Para- 
phrasing and Prosody"; Part III is "The 
History of the English Language," and Part 
IV an " Outline of the History of English 
Literature." 

As rapid and necessarily incomplete 
sketches these chapters are not without con- 
siderable merit, and in the hands of experienc- 
ed teachers may be made to yield good results. 
But the teacher will have to know how to deal 
with the author: most of his passages are to be 
taken as mere texts for expansion ; some will 
be found best fitted for slight regard, if not in- 
deed for entire omission. The line of approach 
to many topics will need to be varied, and many 
details queried or corrected. With some ex- 
ceptions the author has, throughout, maintain- 
ed a uniformity of aim and purpose that marks 
a strong practical teacher, and any teacher 
possessed of like qualities will not be insensi- 
ble to a spirit of helpfulness pervading these 
pages. Rut primers are of all books the 
hardest to write and the easiest with which to 
find fault. These primers, it may therefore be 
safely said, will not please every one; they 
will as certainly satisfy no one. The duty of 
a reviewer in such a case might then appear 
to be plain enough. He has but to commit 
his author to the mercy — if that be the word — 
of his public. But is the matter so simple 
after all ? No one need be reminded that the 
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making of elementary text-books is coming to 
be more and more shared by true scholars, 
and rightly so. This circumstance has made 
us familiar with wide differences of method, 
hardly before suspected by many. When, 
for example, a great American philologist, 
some years ago, published a child's grammar 
of the English Language, what a tumult must 
have stirred the timid breasts of the unnum- 
bered host of school-grammar-mongers ! Has 
Prof. Meiklejohn, in the present instance, up- 
held the new tradition of scientific primers, or, 
with scissors and paste followed the rules of 
the commercial book-maker? He surely 
stands acquitted of the latter charge, though 
he does not take the highest rank in the class 
of those who represent the better doctrine. 
There is sufficient evidence in these pages to 
show that the author is so well equipped in 
some of the departments of his wide subject 
as to enable him to be effective in omission : 
he epitomizes and leaves the impress of re- 
served force. But where results are employed 
of those who work according to methods in 
which he has been less thoroughly trained, we 
have at least a display of genuine and intelli- 
gent interest that contributes strongly to a 
palliation of many offences against accuracy. 
This restriction holds particularly for ' histor- 
ical' notes and observations introduced 
throughout the First Part, which is a good de- 
scriptive grammar in outline ; it also holds for 
certain philological appendices attached to the 
grammar ; but the teacher that can make 
right use of these matters will also be quali- 
fied to correct and modify their form. 

There is however one chapter in which the 
author so sadly breaks in equality of perform- 
ance, that we may also now take leave of our in- 
dulgence in general descriptives. We refer to 
the chapter on Versification. When shall we 
learn to be simple and rational in our theories 
of Metre ! Our author illustrates a verse made 
up of four iambuses thus : 

'Twere long', | and need' | less, here' | to ell' 
How to my hand these papers fell. 

One may justify a design in at first omitting 
the scansion of the second line, until one turns 
to the next page to be startled by this observa- 
tion: "But we seldom see a trochee introdu- 
ced into an iambic line ; or an iambus into a 



trochaic." Amphibrachic metre is set forth 
without the least misgiving. It were worth 
knowing whether Prof. Bain would even to-day 
continue, with our author, to scan,' — 

There came' to | the shore' a | poor ex'ile | of E'rin | . 

A few pages further on there is an approach 
to the truth when we are told that "there are 
very few examples in English of this kind of 
verse;" the simple truth being that there are 
none. Remarks on the relative frequency of 
the different types of metre are numerous, and 
in some instances quite odd. For example, 
under the head of iambic tetrameter: "There 
is a good deal of this verse in English ; and 
most of it is by Scott." Again: "There is very 
little anapaestic verse in English;" of the dac- 
tylic tetrameter there is in English poetry also 
"very little;" amen and farewell are repre- 
sented to be about the only spondaic words in 
the language. Pope is accused of managing 
the caesura worst — "worst, because it is almost 
always in the same place " and lines from the 
' Rape ofthe Lock ' are cited in evidence. But 
a rough estimate shows that in this poem the 
occurrence of a varied diaeresis in relation to 
that of the prevailing type is about as one to 
two. The monotony of Pope's verse is due to 
a characteristic structure of the line to which 
the medial pauses have no definite relation. 
The treatment of the stanza is altogether 
lacking in carefulness. In the quatrain, for 
example, the second line is said always to 
rime with the fourth. Is not In Memoriam in 
quatrains? We can hardly pardon such mis- 
leading incompleteness as the following : "A 
stanza of eight lines is called an octave or 
ottava rtma;" and again, "A stanza of nine 
lines is called the Spenserian stanza." The 
closing paragraph is on the Sonnet and proves 
Prof. Meiklejohn to have been at least once 
" mind-less of its just honours." 

James W. Bright. 



THE NEW DIALECT JOURNAL. 
Revue des Ratois, recueil trimestriel consacre 
a l'titude des patois et anciens dialectes 
romans de la France et des regions limi- 
trophes. Public par L. Cledat. Paris, 
Vieweg, 67 rue de Richelieu. Price, 17 
frs. per year. Nos. 1 and 2. 
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